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f decret U.d. Hole in
entral America

Dead soldiers’ families tell of unit

lvm GREVE and ELLEN WARREN

DE.TROIT FREE HQESS - fean Prene Weshington Siof
)A/M/S? " WASHINGTON — Members of & secret US. Army
"helioopter unit, wearing civillan clothes and flying at night,

have ventured repeatedly into hostile territory in Central
Americs to aid pro-Amarican forces, according to relatives
of unit members. ' '

If downed or captured, the relatives said, the soldiers
ware teld o axpect no U.§. goverament acknowiedgment or
intervention; soldiers wers instructed to blow up thelr

. CH4?.Chinoek and UHG60 Black Hawk helicopters with
explosive charges.
vaing bribe money made avaiisbis by their
and privately bought wespona of their cholcs, the
20| wery expected to or fight thalr way fres,
relatives sald. Many were 10 CATTY & Jajor credit
:mm-mumuu §1,000, 12 part te pay air-
m m . .

THE UNIT is the 160th Task Force of the 1016t Alrberns
Division stationed at Ft. Campbeil, Ky. The Free Prems

Washington Buresu was told of the unit and its missions by
widows, parents and friends of 18 task force members
killed, reportedly in sccidents. Relatives also discussed a
17th member they said was kilied by small-arms fire in the
US.-led invasion of Grenada in October 1988.

“We just don't talk about that unit,” said Michael Burch,
assistant secretary of defense for public affairs, when asked
about reports that the 160th Task Force had been Involved in
Central American missions. However, he sald, “To my

knowledge the unit has bever deployed to Central Ameri-
“‘n ) . N

A CENTRAL AMERICAN mission in support of the
Salvadoran t's war with leftist guerillas conld
violats the war?ommmuu ; of:;m
o overthrow Nicaragua's nlsta regiime
would violate the congressional ban on-the use of Defense
Department » riations to tralm, arm or otherwise
support those rebel forces. -

hat prohibition, cilled the Boiand amendment, was
adopted in December 1982 and was aimed at ending the
See TASK FORCE, Page 16A
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TASK JORCH, from Page 1A :
sagen administration's so-calied secret war againet

"‘Wommmuwinhw."thm
of the ameadment during a news coafersace on April 14,
s 1o Ioherdi the oupply 1608 which ot m&alv
t » y likes which are 0
.?-'hfu In El Selv ugp

THE 10OTN Task Force action in Central Americs, as
described to the Free Press Washington Bureas, allegedly
took place during 1982 and 1983, when a number of U.S,
military and training maneuvers were held in the area: It
:,.r‘i notlp.o.o‘dblo to determine any of the unit's assignments

uring .

. The 400- to 800-member unit's 17 aircraft fatalities in
1983 — nearly half of the 33 aircraft deaths reported by the
éntire Army for that year — do not appear linked to
clandestine misslons in Central America.

- Butthe father of Warrant Officer Donald Alvey, Willlam
Alvey of Morganfield, Ky., said, “Don told me that if he ever
mutonmtmmouo“humunm.mmy
Already had a story to make up for his and his crew's

- ACCORDING TO the Army, Donald Alvey, 26, was
killed on Marck 20, 1983, when a Chinook belicopter he was
plloting crashed 23 miles offshore of Norfolk, Va.
- The elder Alvey's recollection jibes with that of Linda
Jeunings, 30, of Koy Woest, Fla. She s the widow of Warrant
Offlcsr Allen 30, reported by the Army (o have
diéd on Aug. 26, ) in o Black Hawk crash at Ft.
Campbeil.
. f‘Evcfybod (in the unit) knew that if they were lost,
nobody would know," Jeanings sald, “They knew that it
they got grounded or caught, they were on their own.”
A second woman widowed, reportedly in the Ft. Camp-
bell crash, Brenda Jordan, seid her husband, David, a
mnt officer pilot, told her the same story days before his
eath.

" “Jordan, 32, of Tampa, Fla., sald her husband told her, “If |
€ver die In an accident and they tell you | was a spy, orif I
crash somewhers that I'm not supposed to be, don't ever
beljeve that I was apying or wasn't working for the Army."

JUDY SCHARPMAN, 24, of West Point, lowa, heard 2
similar |to|z8 from her cousin, Specialist 4C Richard
Thompeon, 26, a Black Hawk creawman. The Army sald
Thompeon was killed Oct. 4, 1083, In a crash four miles
offshore of Colon, Panama. Scharpman said Thompeon told
her two weeks before his death that whatever bappened to
him, “the Army eould pull whatever they waated to make it
look other ways."

Alvey, Jennings and man have never met or
discussed the gccldents in which their relatives were
lnvo‘l‘wd. Jennings and Jordan met after they were wid.
owed.

. The Free Press Washington Bureau got in contact with
survivors of the 17 160th Task Force alrmen who died in
1983. Most sald they knew ljttle about the unit's secret
missions. Relatives of two alrmen disputed accounts of
Central American misslons given by other relatives and
{riends. Current task force mombers would say slmost
nothing. Fines, imprisonment and loss of rank can result
{rom breaches of security by military personnel.

dlupzanm. and nobedy ever know the differ-

 commando operations, The Joint Speclal

< “THAT'S IN the top-secrat mm.-ol';u;w- "

Gk abowt that,” seid one Army sirmes who was asked
adaut reports of task foroe Cantral American missions.
*"“Anatber, just out of the uait, esid, “I doa't waat to go to

"

‘.'Zbllyou Alvey, said a relative in the wait had
dmuumwhbm“&umﬂ

other relatives and friends of uait members said they had
“been told of ventures into unidentified*“enemy” territory in
Ciutral America.

appoiates in charge of Operations said, ‘Tt
E,m;,ﬂ&?uuudfor%ubhmmwmm
now A '

Rep. Earl Hutto, D-Fls,, chairman of & Howse Armed
Services Committes panel on special operstions forces, ssid
a0 parihan.” Ho sckmowindied 1t
direct action ageinet the ” He ackmowledged that
his pantel had nat Investigated epedial operstions missions in

military operstions said the 160th Tusk Foroe was created
from helfcopter co! at Ft. Campbell in 1980 In
taking of U.S. hostages in Tehran

'!::urlnehnlleopm failures, the Army usit expanded dramat-

y'

The Task Force has an unusual chain of command,
according to onal sources familiar with its opera-
tions, Though located at Ft. Campbell and attached to the
101t Alrborns, it doss not report to the division's command-
or. Instesd, it to the Joint Special Operations
Command by the sdministration to oversee U.S.
tions Com-
mand, i turn, reports directly to the Joint Chiefa of Staf!,

 PENTAGON OFFICIALS said hellcopter task force's
missions nclude ferrying into action the Delta Force, the
Army's elite antl-terrorism unit,

..Ammxu:wwl:u oxtmtkiwl.“VMor
shaall commando units quick-striks, clandestine
attacks behind eoemy lines. The 160th Task Force played

’ R tak for plots c-;mu \ fl

" are sts 1n flyin
M.trestop level to evade radar. Becauss virtwally a
operations ars conducted In darkness, the unit has adopted
:.:p mm“w “Night Stalkers” and the motto “Death waits

" ‘The unit's “hlghly skilled volunteer aviators ... are

robably the best ellcogter pllots in the world today,"” the
House Armed Services Committee was told in September
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b . Gen, William Moore, deputy chief of staff of the
A’:'mMy“lor operations and readiness. :

DESPITE THE 160th Task Force's high fatality rate, it
won the 1883 Outstanding Aviation Unit of the Year Award
from the Army Aviation Association of America. In addition
to og Ranger commando units involved in the
G invasion, “they've done an awful lot that we can't
talk sbout here tomight” explained Gen. Keith, who ,

reseated the award, <
d Military generally have barred U.S. unitsand |
advisers In Central America from combat and imminent!
combat, However, relatives sajd task force members were'
permitted to fire if fired on.

Relatives quoted the men as saying they were trained to;
use decoy flares to confound heat-seeking missiles. Black
Hawk pilots also were trained -to fly loops with thelr
he to evade and counter-attack tailing enemy

afrcratt, N

ILLIAN MAJOR, widow of Chief Warrant Office{
Thoc:uuCro-mm.o:ldeumdnbouthhmlnlo ‘
However, she WM&O stories of clandestine o
a“l:u:.tho elder Alvey, s Ku‘xtucky cattleman and constru
tion worker, said he had discussed several Nicaragu
missions with his son, Donald.

“HE ‘bmu'r know who they wers or why they were
going. His job was to fly them in, put them down, be slx
g: :Il‘(ht hours, then put in the chopper again and take them

Otlt-"
The ors usually would be picked up In Houuml

‘and dropped off in Nicaragua, Alvey sald. His son's Chinook

then would return to Honduras until it was time to pick up
passengers in Nicaragua.
These were not training exercises, Alvey said. “Don said

- one time you could tell dama well they had beea in & fight

because a lot of them were wounded."

The elder Alvey sald his son had spoken of ferrying
troops Into Nicaragua from a ship offshore. Press reports In
1984 indicated that the CIA was using a s0-calied mother
ahip off Nicaragua's Pacific coast.

The mother ship was sald to be home for small, fast,
open-cockpit piranha boats equipped with machine r\uu
Six were provided to Honduras by the United States in 1062,
according to Defense Department records. lu recent years,
such boats have become important naval craft in the regloa.

IN 1982 ond 1983, US. Navy SEAL (Sea-Alr-Laad)
commandog trained Salvadoran navel uaits to use piresha
boats to stop guaruasiag in the Gulf of Fonseca. That came
to light In May 1883 when Salvadoran rebels in Saa
Saivador assassinated the director of the tralaing, U.S. Navy
Lt. Cmdr. Albert Schaufelbarger, 32, while he was walting
to pick up his girifriend,

September 1983, Daniel Ortega, co-ordinator for
Nicaragua's revolutionary juata, sald saboteurs
“trained and sent by the CIA" had used piranha boats
blow up underwatar oil delivery pipelines and coastal

28

muoumlummmmammm

Sandino. U.S, officlals later & ledged CIA direction of

the raids.

AT THE TIME of the raids, questions were raised about

“Don flew a bunch of trips into Nicarsgua” before hiS now Honduran-based saboteurs, who claimed credit for the
crash in March 1983, seid his father. Most seemed to have misgions, could reach Puerto Sandino, 80 miles south of their
occurred early in 1883 or late In 1882, the elder Alvey normaj patrol zone, in pirsnha boats.

recalled, “almost as though Don had a new assignment.;
“He was kind of vague about the missions,” the fath
said, “He'd

clearing In the jungle — arm

and take them to another clearing in the jungle lomowhor‘g.

Donald Alvey may have known the answer, When he

ck up a group of people in crashed offshore of Norfolk, his Chinook was carrying a
somewhers and e wpeaking Spacish - piranha boat In its undecbelly sling and practicing manes-
vers involved In lowering the boat and its puuaam into

the water, said his father and two sources at Ft.

ampbell

' {amitiar with the accldent.
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Alilen 's widow, Linda, an Army veteran w!
eight years of service included mala X
called the boat-heufing tactic “piggy-backing.” She said
Night Stalker helicopters often were used o advance the
piranha boats quickly while conserving their fuel.

As far as family members were concerned, the missions
of their toved ones were-full of danger and mystery.

JENNINGS, now a bank bookkeeper in Key West, Fla.,
said members of the 160th Task Force “never said where
they were going and never talked about it with anyone in
any place afterward. When they pot together, they always
seemed to make light of their worst fears. Whea they
lsughed, it wasn't heartfelt laughter but, ‘Yeah, [ know
what you're talking about,’ laughter.”

“They made light about being lost and not coming back
— and not knowing if what they were doiag was right.
There was 0o question that they were going, but they’d joke
about having a gun dehind the seat, just in cass they got
caught.

“Everybody took pet weapons with them — kmives,
machetes, something you could strap to your leg benesth
your paats, something that wouldn't need oil and woulda't
rust. Buck kaives were real popular. One guy aiways took s
Colt .45 [n his duffe! beg. It was all very real. There was a0
question that with this unit, you could get killed.”

Jeanings sald it was not like training she had seen during
her Army career.

CHINOOK CO-PILOT Alvey’s father said his son carried
a S antematic and that a fellow crewman carried an Uzd
submmachine gun. The son also drew $8,000 far bribe monsy,
hisfather said, when he went on Central American missions.

3 by Gon. Panl German, conmander In chief of:
the Army‘s Sowthers Command, based ju Panama. j
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Secrecy followed task force
-members to their graves

Motto, ‘Death waits in the dark,” came true for some

 Second of two parts
DetRonn f Ree P S¢ By ELLEN WARREN and FRANK GREVE
Free Press Washinglon Stetf I
13 / 1}8Y WASHINGTON — Near the end, Army helicoptet pilot

Tam Crossan was scared, starting to feel that he wouldn't
live forever after sll. :

First, it was his near miss. Then, it was watching one of
the huge, lumbering choppera disintegrate in the Atlantic
with five of his buddies aboard. He had awakened to what a
dangerous business he was in.

1 I couldn't believe that sane le do this,” Crossan
wirate in his last letter to his best Im. after (plrticuhrly
_l!dry;?pcuuon. “I was sweating like a cartoon character.”

___“hites_months Iater, Chief Warrant Officer Thomas

Crossan IIl, 38, was dead. &ﬁ million government
machine he was pifoting stimmed into Seuth Fo, d
near Traverse City, Mich.the Army sald. -

a father, a wife, an fe, two kids,
seven , four modest white house
that he'd ived in for 17 days, 8 $100,000 life lnsurance policy .
and the best friend, Bob Bartels, who cried after Crossan
d'“' :

In 1083, Crossan and 16 of his comrades died. .
Crossan was among the finest and — by all sccounts —

s g el 0 e, L e

' Stalkers.” The story of Crossan, his comrades and thelr unit
was pleced together from interviews with relatives, friends,
mill sources and records. '

Night hellcopter flight is risky. Flying in icy weather and
storms can be gut-wrenching. Flying as low as possible,
with treetops bnuhlnq the belly of the hellcopter, or choppy
nlm l:fluting it with saltwater, severely tests pliots and their
aircraft.

The 160th Task Force routinely flew missions In dark.
ness and in storms, using the night and bad weather for
cover and surprise.

One pilot at the unit's Ft. Campbell, Ky., base compared. .

it to driving down “strange streets In the dead of night as
fast as you could go with no lights.”

. Itisnot for evaryons, perhaps not for anyone. One of the
nation's top military helicopter safety experts, who exam.
ined partial reports of the unit's four 1983 fatal accidents,
calls the 160th's maintenance program “strocious” snd is
highly critical of the high-pressure training.

“Aces, daredevils, barnstormers, guys who flew by the
seats of their pants, hot rodders, pilots who could pick it up,
turn it around on s dime and put it back down with & flair.”

That's what ratired Army Col. Charlie Beckwith, then
commander of the elite Deita Force, said he was looking for
to transport his commandos. The 160th i best known for

‘$ee TASK PORCE, Page 23A
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ASK FORCE, om Page 1A

rrying into sctiea counter-terrorist
nits, such as the Delta Force. .

The R sdministration’s desire

expand Special Operwtions Force

nits — those best sulted for secret

tervention in revolutionary struggles

has given the 160th other inportant

, sald congresional and Intelll-
ence community sources.

One I testing new Army helicopter
equipment and tactics. Another, the
sources said, Is the insertion and ex-
traction of individuals and small com-
mando units behind enemy lines.

e ‘wanted to do something’ |

“Death waits In the dark,” is their
otto; their emblem a hooded warrior
th starburst eyes, riding a winged
rse, lllyminated by & full moon.
With clumsy, ect night vision
goggles to pierce darkness, they
Idok like moon men gnd came home —
r up 40 six weeks away — with
, biows red snd furrowed from the
beavy gear strapped to their faces.
“Mark wanted to do something,”
d Matthew Rieily, whose brother,
Sgt. Mark Riplly, 30, repo died
', arpund midaight oa July 10, 1683, in

Relicopter. He wanted to be on a spe-
cial hellcopter and do something E
ferent and If it was involved in uc‘ucy
and war it'd be right up his alley,”
recalled Matthew Rielly, 2 paramedic
in Oceanside, Calif.

Mark Rielly, oldest of five children,
was a surfer. “He was rowdy,” his
brother said. He once was picked up by
a Coast Guard cutter for surfing too
;:‘l;m t: 8P.xl'lug:ent Richard Nggn‘c

me & emente, just north of
Oceanside.

The family figures that Mark Risl
ly's death may have killed his father.

alter Rielly — a retired Marine —
had been looklng at photos of hisoldest
boy's accident the night before his bad
heart gave out.

The Army's secrecy about Mark's

"accident, in which his chopper was
reported to be seven nautical miles off
course when it sheared the tops off-
trees and exploded on South Fox Is-
land, has his family wondering If the.
government is hiding something.

~ Approved For Release 2009/09/14 : CIA-RDP87M00539R002203520048-3

47 Chinook helicopter with Tom:
: and four others.
“He &dn’t want to be & grunt on &

«
!

i

!

Secreey shrouded task force

The 160th Task Force mainteins
such secrecy that:

® A colonel dressed down his under.
lings at the funeral home during Mark
" Rielly's wake, Accusing them of divulg-
ing too much Information, Rlelly's
family sald. The tamily contends it
knows virtually nothing about the
crash,
® One tagk force member's widow,
Brenda Jordan of Tampa, Fla., had to
file a Freedom of Information Act
request and pay $289 in copying fees to
read the Army's accident report and
account of her husband's death. The
father of a another dead task force
flier, Capt. Robert Brannum, 26, had to

file a similar requeat and pay $I54.95

for photographs of his son's UHG0
Black Hawk helicopter accident near
the Ft. Campbel! airtield.

®. The Albert Thompsons of Donnell

.son, lowa, had to submit In writing

their questions about their son, Rich.
ard's, fatal crash and walt from 2¢'
hours to several weeks for Army
replles. w; Larry Sloan, commander
of Richard's and in the
Black Hawk sccident that Mm,
daclined to discuss the accident with
Richard's parents, citing secrecy. -
froe haws poatographers 1 Genady

news Grenada
and Barbados who took pictures of the
unit’s aircraft and persoune! during its
involvement i the U.S.-Jed tnvasion of
Greuada in October 1962,

® Investigations of the unit's crashes
are kept secret even from personnel at
the Army's Aviation Safety Center at
Ft. Rucker, Ala., clearinghouse for
crash and safety information. “I'm the
chief of the research and analysis divi.
sion and [ don't see the 180th's accident
w because they're classified,”
leigh Rickstson,

. Task force fatality ;t—u—e—high

In 1983, 16 membera of the 400- to

{ 800-member 160th Task Force died,

reportedly in four separate non.com-
bat accidents. A 17th died in the

. Invasion of Grenada while on a mission
© the Pentagon wiil not discuss. That {¢

nearly haif of the 35 aviation tatalities

suffered by the 780,000-member

Army In 1983, according to figures

(r:elotmd by the Army Aviation Safety
enter,

o oF !
s
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An [nvestigation by the Free Press
ureau of. 160th Task
Force fatal accldents suggests at lenst
three ressons.

First, the unit traing realistically for
dangerous missions, a hazardous prac-
tice. The Army sald, two sccidents
occurred while pliots wore night vi-
sion goggles, which reduce depth per-
ception and peripheral vision. It sald,
the other two accidents appear to have
occurred as Chinook pilots were train-
Ing for a difficult maneuver: towing
and lowering & commando patrol boat

. into water.

After attempting the maneuver,

" which required precise, prolonged

hovering just 25 yards above choppy
seas, "I couldn't believe that sane

ple do this,” Crosssn wrote his friend
Bartels, 36, an ex-helicopter pilot who
served with him la Vietnam.

Second, malntengnce of the task
forca's always-on-the=go helicopters
apparently was shoddy. Arthur Chils
dersof Washington, a nationally recog-
nized b safety expert was
retained by the Fres Press Washington
Bureau to review unclassified portions
of accident reports. He concluded, “If
this ia our elite force, they've got a lot
of work to do and a long way to go."

Pallure to fastea a rotor bolt on one

Black Hawk — and the failure of two

™ — h..m-'v-ﬂ *
supervisors to notice the oversight —
caused three deaths ot Pt. Campball on
2 clear day on Ang. 26, 1983, '

Childers, an Aeiicopter pliot
mvxmmﬁqm In
aviation negligonce oaees, called the
160tk Task Force’s malatenance proce-

| dure in that case, “the most improper

procedure I've ever seen . . . just abso-
lutely atrociows . . . the resuit of gross
negligence on the part of the mainte-

| nance team.”

“For the best unit in the world to
have this kind of maintenance Is abso-
Jutely absurd,” Childers sald.

The fallure of a Chinook's rotor
vushing contributed to five deaths,
according to Army records, and has led
10 & lawsuit by survivors against
Boelng Vertol Co. of Philadeiphia,
makers of the alrcraft and drafters of
its maintenance manual.

This may have been part of the
unit’s do-or-die styls, Childers said,
“but if that's leadership, it's the kind
that leads them to fly right into the
sides of mountains.”

. Approved For Release 2009/09/14 : CIA-RDP87M00539R002203520048-3
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fatality rate could be Mly audacity.
It may have lod Crosssn's crew to
attgmpt its dangerows close-to-water
maneuver, though, according to the
Army, an | naviga ald
w.::‘ not ng. And the crewman
li 88 navigator was, acco: to
j.onb Army report, hm?:&n

Similarly, investigators of a re-
ported Black Hawk crash offshore of
‘Ft. Sherman, Panama, ou Oct. 4, 1983,
found that the enlisted man sboardasa
:l“:?m crew chief for h:hd. dugcu‘lg

ng practice on
hours of experience. Accident investl-
gators recommaended that & career sol-
dier with a minimum of 500 hours of
experience be amigned to similar jobs.

Childers asid two accident nvesti-
gations — those involving fatalities at'
Ft. Campbell snd offshore of Norfolk
leave no questions. “1 woulda't give
you two cents for” the remainiug two .

Staff, « senior instruector ptiot
tcbout 20, seconds to motice that his
| Black Hawk was falling seaward. The
i pliot he was treining ssw the descent
on Instruments but expected the in-
structor to take corrective action. A
low-aititude alarm had been turned off.
The Black Hawk crashed into the
Atlantic. The instructor is missing and
prasumed dead. The crew . chief
drowned. Both lacked Kfe vests.

. The traines, however, wore one

when he surfaced, found an inflat-
ed lifeboat with his gear bag and night
-vision case Inside It. The
trainee was the than-commander of the
Black Hawk company, Ma). Larry

Childers mid he saw Slosn's sto
as improdable. Mading the inflated rnz

with kit bag was “s one (n a million
chance,” he sald. To find the gear ond

the goggle case, Childers was s
billion to one shot.”
Asked whether the pile-up of coin-

cidences suggested that the accident
might have been faked, Childers quick-
ly reyued. “I'm not going to touch that
... ['ve never seen a made-up crash.”

Among several of the 160th Task
Force's widows, that remains a suspi-
clon: that thelr men really died in
clandestine combat somewhere and the
Army conspired to keep the secret. The
Free Press Washington Bureau found
no evidence of this, though many ques.
tions rem-tn

3 oF Y
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WASHINGTON — A Pentagon
VNN  AahY  Surnday  that
U.8. miitary foroes have not

House intetiigence commiiee,

acTVIINg (0 stan sowroes, Nep

begun looking into the alleges..

tions involving the 160MN Tesk
Nicaragua. - Foroe, an alite volunteer b -~
“The statement came in response  ter unit based at Ft. Camphell, M\ *
10 a report frorn the Free Press _ ’ D NI
Washington Buresu that a U.S. - ONE PATHER seid -his son, i8"
Army helicopter unit had been  member of the unit, had ferded -
invoived in’ assisting pro-Ameri-  Spanish-speaking
aan foroes in Central America. Into Nicaragua in 1982 and 1 ‘
The report was based, inpart,on A widow and a cousin sald thelrs;,
Interviews with relatives of unit  kin had spoken of task-force mis-.
members. . sions into hostile Central Amert-
can territary but had been vague -
LT. COL. Robert Shieids, a De- about the destinations. -,

fense Department spokesmean,
read s prepared statement that

forces have par-  copter secidents in 1963 unrelats
: opera- od 10 olandestine missions. The,
tions victims had toid thelr relstives

v ”

vemen .
;Wﬁbm which we have  deny thelr invalivement In .olen-
-hesrd are totelly faise,” Shisids -

in 0 related development, the

fought against the aandlnhtn In

Secret task force’s 1983 accidents took 17 lives
Fres Press Washington Steff 8 maas of gray fog. it was South Fox ieland. nance
The Army's 160th Task Force lost 17  KMadin the crash and fireball wera the seniar  Allen Jennings, 30, of Holden, La.

men in 1983, reportedly in these flve fcer 4C
incldents: | Lwry Jones, 34, of Redding, Calif.; the o&-
® At 5:05 p.m. March 20, 23 miles offshore  Thomas Croesan i, 36, of Falle Church, Va.:  oer o7
% lorard rotor anametion o s CHATE.  Jarmas deseen 23, o Newars, Ohio:the ght attude rapidky. 1t
n the forward rotor tran ofa : ashed

Chinook helicopter. The Chinook crashed engineer, , : by into the A ‘ he

:mo mt. Atun:t’c.. '."%"rf"m" ' llot Chm m‘"c&'m .} ot Colorado ,

mpact. re the or pilot, , &, h @peciallst 4C Richard Thompeon
wfmm ¢ 3C Reiph Thompgon, 38,01 Colo. Oom 4 d B
Placervile, Calit.; the phot, Ohief Warrant Cal.

Officer 2C Donaid Aivey, 28, of Clarksville, .
Tenn.; the flight engineer, 8pecialist 4C Jer, o At 3:50 p.m. m 20, atF, Wﬁﬁ‘o ville, Tenn., sufféred minor injuries,
Wiider, 22, of Frankiin, Ohid; the crew chief, boit

loose
Speclalist 4C Claude Dunn, 23, of Mathls, 8ack -
Tex. ) | check-out fight, the chopper'srotor  lack Hawk on o claseified mission orashed
Ehnor 33, of Ogarete, Neb. 1= 49 blades 1o break off. The Tou 100 foot  into 8 low ridige. Kiled by smati-arme fire wes

and burned RM\R‘::. plot, Robert Capt. Keith Lucas, 26, of Granite Otty, W., thw
o Shortly after 11:40 p.m. July 10, near . Brannum, 28, of Knoxvile, Tenn.; the co-  pilol. injured were Maj. Sioan, tmw

Traverse City, Mich., a low-flying, off-course phiot, Chief Warrant Offlosr 2C David Jorden, commander, and the gunner,
Chinook headed Into what was thought tobe  2¥, of Jackeonvilie, Fia., and the mainte- Lawren Richards, 28, of Clarkevitle, Tenn.

b or ¢
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